
As part of our recent 

changes we have relocated 

Pastor Belsay to one of the 

5 villages that Stepping 

Stones has been working in 

over the past 3 years. Until 

recently he lived at Bethel 

House and cycled or 

travelled 2 hours daily by 

train and then bus to the 

more remote areas we have 

been focusing upon. His 

new home is very basic with no electricity but it is in a 

prime location by a crossroad that goes out to the 

different villages he works in. None of the villages have 

electricity and most villagers donôt have a clean water 

supply within half a mile distance of their home. Some 

have to walk up to 2 miles. Having already provided 2 

wells over a year ago, we aim to drill 2 more this year 

plus build a community school shelter that will be used 

by our students and local villagers. In addition, we aim 

to bring in some health services starting with a blood 

donation and blood bank 

this Spring. The nearest 

hospital is 40 miles away 

and villagers cannot spare 

the expense of travel to get 

checkups, and often have to 

borrow money to get there 

and be hospitalised once 

they become very ill. We 

would dearly like to have a 

regular health clinic where 

villagers could receive 

checkups, early diagnosis 

and treatment for ailments 

that can be easily cured. 

Pastor Belsay goes out 

daily to each of the villages 

and listens to those that 

want to talk, building good 

relations with the villagers, 

praying with the sick and 

sharing the love of God in 

whatever way he can. He 

has become well liked and 

through his getting to 

know the villagers we can 

assess rather than guess 

what their needs are. 

Village Outreach 

To all our friends and supportersé 

ñWhat a great privilege it is to be able to share with you once again about the work of 

Stepping Stones in India. The last year has been very exciting with a number of changes 

having to be made to accommodate the growth and extent of the work that is taking place. 

Finance and prayer go hand in hand and are always essential for the establishing and 

running of all Stepping Stones projects so from the beginning I want to thank all of our 

supporters who have helped to make this ministry a success.   We hope that you will both 

enjoy and be inspired by what you read  .ò  Richard  & Tracey  
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Student Support.. 

Last year we decided to make some radical changes to how we support college/university students and devised a 

programme that will have the maximum impact in supporting other village children who struggle to access 

mainstream education due to poverty. In past years we have always supported 12 students at any one time but this 

number has now been reduced to 5.  

Although this may seem a loss, under the new scheme each student must provide free lessons for at least 20 

children aged between 5 and 10 years of age for at least 2 hours a day, 5 days a week in their home village. In 

support of the scheme, Stepping Stones has committed to providing books and study materials for the children. A tall 

order you may think, but in this way we are presently educating 130 children! 

Pastor Belsay chatting and 

handing out Gospel tracts  to 

some of the villagers 



What an amazing place. 

You cannot visit Bethel 

House boysô home at 

Doyabari, West Bengal 

without coming away 

feeling that something 

very special is happening 

here.  Though all the boys 

and young men have 

come from extremely 

impoverished 

circumstances they have 

learned to overcome their 

difficult start in life and 

grasp the opportunities  

they have now been 

given. 

The boys all go to local 

schools and just today I 

was notified that every 

one has passed their 

school exams for this year 

and will advance to their 

next class in February. 

Three boys received 

outstanding marks in all 

subjects including a string 

of A+ôs and one Double A 

star, making them the top 

3 students in their year. 

How can we not feel 

extremely proud?     

All the previous problems 

we were having with the 

electric board have been 

resolved now and the 

home has electricity which 

powers all the lights, fans 

and water pump.  It is 

wonderful to have all the 

amenities functioning now. 

The roof of the home has 

a new security wall all 

round with a nice new sign 

above the main entrance 

with the homeôs name on 

it.     

During my recent visit the 

boys received another 

new computer, furniture, 

and 2 new sets of school 

clothes provided by 

sponsors.  As it was their 

birthday we had a big 

party with an entertainer 

who did tricks and we all 

ate tons of cake and 

biriyani.   It was brilliant! 

However, the biggest treat 

they had was to go to the 

seaside for 2 days which 

was a 7 hour overnight 

journey.  None of the 29 

boys had ever seen the 

sea before and they were 

amazed by its vastness. 

The boys all watched the 

DVD Jaws followed by a 

prep talk about the 

dangers of swimming in 

the sea, which they 

listened to intently.  At the 

beach the older boys used 

empty water bottles 

stuffed inside their Tshirts 

as buoyancy aids and had 

great fun doggy paddling 

in the surf while the 

smaller boys enjoyed 

splashing around in the 

shore break with Bony 

and other Bethel House 

staff. 

Our Manager (Bony) and 

his team are really doing 

an excellent work at the 

home and with support 

from UK sponsors we 

have recently given all the 

staff a significant pay rise. 

Five years ago when we 

opened our first home but 

due to limited finances we 

paid our cook £4 per 

month to provide 3 meals 

a day, 7 days a week for 

16 children!  Shocking I 

know. There are 29 boys 

now and when I spoke to 

her recently she told me 

she loved them all so 

much she would do the 

work for nothing and that 

when she leaves Bethel 

House, it will be in her 

coffin.  Howôs that for 

commitment!  

reasons. This has been 

frustrating to say the least, 

especially as we know of 

7 little orphaned girls that 

are waiting for a home. 

When eventually we take 

on a suitable rented 

property it will 

accommodate 10 girls. 

The good news is that we 

already have a Matron 

Following the success of 

our boyôs home we have 

been working towards 

following a similar route 

and starting a orphanage 

for girls which we plan to 

call Bethany Home. So far 

we have looked at 12 

different properties that all 

seemed good but fell 

through for different 

who has been living and 

training at our boysô home 

since December ô10 in 

preparation for when we 

open the new Bethany 

Home.  

We hope to make further 

progress with the girlsô 

home when Richard, 

Tracey and the team go 

over in a few days time. 

Bethel House 

Bethany Girlsõ Home 

Two young girls found begging on 
the streets. 

ñThree boys 

received 

outstanding marks 

in all subjects 

including a string 

of A+ôs and one 

double A*ò  

Some of our boys model the new 
Bethel House sign. 
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House Manager Bony with some 

of the boys during their first visit 

to the seaside at Digga. 



Worship at the church is 

always very lively. Led by 

Pastor Belsay and 

supported with a superb 

team of our young people 

who sing and play 

instruments.  There is 

freedom to express 

oneself or simply sit and 

soak up the atmosphere 

and enjoy the presence of 

God. 

Following the values and 

beliefs of the Elim 

Pentecostal Church, we 

have been exploring 

different ways of doing 

óchurchô based upon what 

the Bible says rather than 

simply following some of 

the manmade religious 

traditions that can often 

stifle the work of the Holy 

Spirit. 

This year the church has 

started using óAlphaô as a 

means of helping local 

people to learn about the 

Christian faith. In 

December all the church 

leadership received 2 days 

of training on how to run 

an Alpha discipleship 

group led by Alpha 

representatives based in 

Kolkata. At the moment 

we have one ladies Alpha 

group being led by one of 

our female trustees. From 

now on we will be using 

Alpha in both the villagesô 

and main church ministries 

Plans to further develop 

the church building with 

the addition of 2 new 

rooms, walls, windows, 

doors and toilets was put 

on hold last year in favour 

of building the security 

wall and road first. 

However, this will be 

Stepping Stones next 

building project for 2011. 

The building must be 

totally secure so we can 

store medical and food 

supplies, as well as run a 

the playing field.  Further 

work will be to perform a 

production of the Creation 

as in the book of Genesis, 

acted entirely by the boys 

which will be performed in 

Bethel Church and some 

of the villages.  As always 

the team will help 

organise a sports day and 

The next mission team will 

depart for India in a few 

days time for a 3 week 

visit. Much of their time 

will be spent at Bethel 

House where they will 

undertake some painting 

work and help with 

carrying 30 truckloads of 

soil being used to level out 

football match against 

the local village team. 

The team of 5 will also 

go out to the villages 

with Pastor Belsay, 

where they hope to dig a 

well, build a school 

shelter and help out with 

some of the outreach 

programmes.  

Bethel Community Church 

Mission Teams 

Rakesh gives his testimony in 
Bethel Community Church, before 

being baptized. 

Sahadev, 2010 sports day sack race. 

the risk of theft. A raised, 

reinforced concrete road 

leading into the Mission 

Centre giving access to 

the church and providing a 

turning area and car park 

next to our boys home is a 

major asset not only for 

vehicular traffic but for 

children, staff, locals and 

anyone else that uses our 

facility.  During the 

monsoon rains the 

previous earth road 

access was often flooded 

with more than 2 feet of 

water rendering it 

impassable, especially for 

our small children. We are 

very pleased with the new 

wall and road as they 

have made a significant 

difference to the overall 

safety of the Centre.  

Mission Centre 

The 2 ½ acre site that is 

home to Bethel House 

boys home and Bethel 

Community Church has 

recently received some 

much needed construction 

work.  The addition of a 

complete boundary wall, 

lockable gates and guard 

house has given added 

security for the children 

who live there and reduced 

ñDuring the 

monsoon 
rains the 
previous 
earth road 
access was 
often floodedò  
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health clinic twice a week. The 

new Community Church 

building will also be used daily 

as after school study rooms 

for the boys and girls living in 

our homes and for the children 

living locally. Extra tuition will 

be given by some of our 

supported University students 

who presently teach our boys 

at Bethel House 5 nights a 

week.  


